
STANDARDS-BASED REPORTING 

Grades K - 1 

 

PARENT INFORMATIONAL GUIDE 

 

What is standards-based reporting? 

Standards-based reporting involves determining each student’s proficiency on the skills students 

should learn in each subject area of each grade level.  In both kindergarten and first grade, 

students receive marks that indicate their progress toward meeting the performance standards 

given by the Texas Educational Association (TEA).  These state standards can be found on the 

TEA website at: http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter111/ch111a.html.  

 

What is the purpose of standards-based reporting? 

By using standards-based reporting, Midway seeks to offer meaningful communication to 

parents concerning the learning objectives of the year and how their student is progressing 

toward mastery of these objectives.  With a traditional grading system, when a student receives 

a 70% in mathematics, very little information is given as to the specific areas in which a student 

could improve.  By reporting which standards a student is addressing and how the student 

performs on these standards, the parent has powerful information to understand and assist in 

strengthening a student’s skills. 

 

When will I know how my student is performing? 

Midway uses the same grading cycles for grades K-12. Specific student progress on grade level 

standards is reported to parents six times a year on the standards-based report card. Each 

grading period is approximately six weeks in length.  A summarized update on student progress 

is sent home three weeks into the grading period. These progress reports begin during the 

second six weeks of school. Additionally, student work is sent home throughout the grading 

period. 

 

How will I know what standards are assigned for each six weeks? 

A supplemental document will be attached to each report card outlining the standards or 

portions of standards that were addressed in the six weeks grading period. This document is a 

useful resource for assisting a student at home with specific assigned skills. These documents 

are linked to first grade teachers’ webpages.    

  

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter111/ch111a.html


What are the proficiency levels on the report card? 

A key to the proficiency levels is included on the top portion of the report card. 

  

 I Insufficient: Earning an “I” means that the student has minimal understanding of the 

concept and is not meeting grade level standards. A student receiving an “I” is showing 

academic delays according to our district goals.  Interventions and additional practice at 

home may be needed to develop student learning to stay on track with district 

expectations. 

 P Progressing:  Earning a “P” means that the student has basic understanding and 

partially meets grade-level expectations. A student receiving a “P” is making adequate 

progress toward full mastery of the assigned concepts. A “P” could indicate that additional 

time is needed to master the assigned concept.  In either case, the “P” indicates a positive 

move toward mastery of grade level standards.  

 M Mastery:  Earning an “M” means that the student has proficient understanding and 

meets assigned grade-level expectations.  Our goal is that all of our students will reach 

level “M” by the end of the year.  A student receiving an “M” is on track with district, 

grade-level expectations for a given six weeks grading period.   

 Not Assessed: Certain topics are not addressed during a grading period.  The 

corresponding cell will be left completely blank if a concept is not addressed.  Student 

progress is only measured on concepts and skills that are assigned during a given grading 

period. 

 

What is the expected score for students? 

Typically students will earn a “P” on a topic prior to earning an “M.” Learning in kindergarten and 

first grade is progressive.  Certain grade-level expectations, such as counting forward and 

backward from 1 to 20, are presented in increments that become progressively complex.  A 

kindergarten student will be taught to count forward from 1 to 5 at the beginning of the year. 

Later, the magnitude of numbers increases to 10, and students are expected to count forward 

and backward.  The magnitude increases until the student counts forward and backward from 1 

to 20.  During the continuum of learning, the student might receive an “M” to show that he/she 

is on track with district expectations for that six weeks period, although the student has not yet 

completely mastered the entire standard.   

 

 
Key to 

Proficiency 

Levels 



Why might a student earn an “M” one six weeks, then a “P” or an “I” the following six 

weeks on the same concept? 

As the year progresses, student expectations become more complex. The level of complexity in 

the first six weeks may be easily mastered by your child. As the skills become more difficult, 

your child may not fully master the assigned expectations, therefore receiving a “P” or an “I” for 

that six weeks. A “P” could indicate that additional time is needed to master the assigned 

concept.  Remember, a “P” indicates a positive move toward mastery of grade level standards. A 

student receiving an “I” is showing academic delays according to our district goals.  

Interventions and additional practice at home may be needed to develop student learning to stay 

on track with district expectations. Don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with any 

concerns. 

 

How do teachers determine the proficiency levels? 

Teachers determine student proficiency levels by using performance indicators based upon the 

standards.  Each teacher has access to assessment tools that provide consistency among classes 

and campuses.  These assessment tools outline the expected performance of students who show 

mastery of assigned grade level expectations.  Additionally, the district provides scope and 

sequence documents that show the assigned student expectations by each six weeks.  When a 

student’s progress falls behind the expected pace of proficiency, additional time for help or 

practice is needed at school and at home.  

Throughout a six-week grading period, the teacher will assess students multiple times in a 

variety of ways.  The district assessment tools are one aspect of evaluation of student progress.  

As teachers work with students in large groups, small groups, and individually, the teacher will 

keep in mind the assigned standards for that grading period.  The teacher will observe: 

 Student Knowledge: How does the student learn best? How does the student 

communicate knowledge?  

 Student Performance: What evidence is there of the student’s proficiency level (work 

samples, performance tasks, conversations with student, anecdotal notes)? 

 Student Proficiency Level: Based on assigned grade-level content, at what level of 

mastery does the student consistently perform? 

What is the meaning of the shaded cells on the kindergarten report card? 

 

Midway kindergarten teachers work with students on assigned content, and gather pertinent 

information about student progress during that first six weeks, although levels are not recorded.  

 Shaded Cells 

Notice that the cells for the 

first six-weeks grading period 

are shaded. During the first 

six weeks of kindergarten, 

students are developing 

essential skills for school, in 

addition to assigned content 

skills. 



This gives kindergarten students time to learn procedures and routines before content skills are 

assessed.  

 

Which standards are reported on the standards-based report card? 

To list all of the kindergarten or first grade standards on one report card would make the 

document excessively lengthy. All standards for a content area are represented, though not all 

are specifically stated on the report card.  This is a portion of the mathematics section of the 

kindergarten report card. 

 

The related standards for the topics shown on the report card are included in a table called 

“Report Card Performance Level Indicators.” A portion of that document for kindergarten is 

shown. 

 

 

 

Notice that the topics on the Performance Level Indicators Chart are the same topics that are 

listed on the report card.  The chart shows the related learning standards that are included in 

that topic. 

 

Why do Science and Social Studies have only two cells on the report card? 

Each six weeks in science and social studies, specific concepts and skills are taught.  At the same 

time, critical thinking skills are integrated into the content expectations.  The science and social 

studies sections of the report card are shown. 

Each topic listed on the report card 

represents a cluster of related grade-level 

standards.    Topics 

 Topics     
(same as above) 

 Related Student 

Learning Goals 



  

The on-going process skills and the assigned content skills can be found in the table called 

“Report Card Performance Level Indicators.”  A portion of the kindergarten document is shown. 

 

Why is there a separate section for “Student Responsibilities and Work Habits”? 

Student work habits and behavior play a critical role in academic performance. Teachers observe 

student choices within and outside of the classroom setting. A key is provided as a rating scale 

for this section. 

 Critical Thinking 

 Critical Thinking 

 Assigned Content 

 Assigned Content 

The “critical thinking” skills, also 

known as “process” skills, are 

integrated with the content as on-

going skills every six weeks.   

The assigned content differs each 

six weeks. 

 Assigned Content 

 Critical Thinking 



 

 

Remember, this listing of student responsibilities and work habits includes behaviors that impact 

student learning.  A strong connection to academic progress is typical. 

 

Why is there a section called “Specials”? 

During the school day, students will attend classes that include instruction in areas such as: 

music, computer skills, library skills, physical education, and art.  The teachers of those classes 

communicate with the grade level teachers to share student progress toward assigned skills, as 

well as student participation. 

 

Why is attendance recorded on a standards-based report card? 

State law requires official documentation of attendance in a student’s permanent record.  Since 

the report card is an official record for the student, attendance is recorded each six weeks on the 

student’s report card.  A pattern of absences significantly impacts student learning, so this 

section adds to the overall picture of a student’s progress. 

 A student earning an “S” is 

consistently demonstrating 

the behavioral expectation 

listed. 

 A student earning an “N” is 

consistently struggling with 

the indicated behavior and 

might need reminders and/or 

behavioral intervention. 

 A student earning a “U” is 

consistently demonstrating 

that he/she does not meet 

the indicated behavioral goal 

and may need intervention. 

Kindergarten students are allowed the 

first six weeks of school to learn the 

procedures and expectations of the 

“specials” classes before proficiency 

levels are reported. 

 

First grade students will receive 

marks in both areas, concepts and 

participation during all six weeks. 



 

 

Why are letters, numbers, and sight words listed individually on the kindergarten 

report card? 

 

 

How will I know that my child is ready for the next grade at the end of the year? 

District policy states that a student in kindergarten or first grade shall be promoted if his or 

her report card reflects three of the following: 

 

 Is marked at grade level in reading denoting no more than three indicators of 

inadequate progress (I). 

 

 Is marked at grade level in writing denoting no more than 3 indicators of inadequate 

progress (I). 

 

 Is marked at grade level in mathematics denoting no more than 3 indicators of 

inadequate progress (I). 

 

 Is reading at or above grade level as determined by district-approved assessments. 

 

When appropriate, a grade placement committee will convene to consider several pieces of data 

that give a picture of a student’s progress. In this case, the grade placement committee will 

determine the appropriate placement for the student. Midway is committed to making the most 

appropriate academic placement allowing each student to achieve his or her full potential. 

 

 
Allotted days for 

each grading 

period are 

reported. 

Numbers from 0 to 20, all 26 letters, 

and 25 high-frequency (sight) words 

are taught throughout the year.   

 A “+” indicates that the symbol 

or word was taught, and the 

student consistently 

demonstrated mastery. 

 A “--” indicates that the symbol 

or word was taught, and the 

student did not consistently 

demonstrate mastery. 

 



If my child earns 4 “I”s in the first semester in both reading and mathematics, is 

he/she automatically retained? 

If a child earns 4 “I”s in the first semester, dialogue begins in order to determine the best ways 

to assist the student in progressing toward grade level standards.  Suggestions may include 

assistance at home and interventions at school. With specific attention to the deficit areas, a 

student may be back on track rather quickly.  If the student makes significant progress, the 

committee could suggest promotion.  


